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And Then She Said Maybe .

2000 §emnsb bmazom hgmdabodznmo sd&onma dmbsHomgmol bb3oslbas
LogMsBmMnbm 011 SEEaNMMMBOMN3 godME3gbaLd s 3MhmgdEdn. omad3s, dnb dxdmddgegdsdn
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16035emMn s 00e76ENBNENMIds©N LE M. dnlin y3gmaby 3bmdoma bs81dg3tgdny:
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Sophia Cherkezishvili was born in 1971. In 1990, she graduated from the Thilisi Jacob
Nikoladze Art School, and in 1994, from the Thilisi State Academy of Arts. She was one

of the first Georgian artists to go to the West for studies after the collapse of the Soviet
Union. From 1994 to 1998, she studied at the Gerrit Rietveld Academy (Amsterdam,
Netherlands). Upon her return, Cherkezishvili became actively involved in the field of art
and continued her pedagogical work. She taught at the Jacob Nikoladze Art School
(1999-2006) and the Thilisi State Academy of Arts’ Faculty of Fine Arts (2010-2018). Since
2006, she has been a professor of audiovisual and media arts at the GIPA.

Since 2000, Sophia Cherkezishvili has actively participated in various international and local
exhibitions and projects. However, central to her work are her projects, which are
distinguished by a unique and identifiable style. Her most famous works include Why Does
Grass Grow Over My Head? One Minute is Enough to See a Whole Life, On the Mind

of Caucasus Mountains, and If needed ships also stop, etc. These works seem to echo
women's voices, further deepening the images' content.

<;£2%066,Lv6682, 6
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The exhibition And Then She Said Maybe of Sophia Cherkezishvili was held at the Dimitri Sheverdnadze National Gallery
from June 8th to July 14th, 2024
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The exhibition And Then She Said Maybe by artist Sophia
Cherkezishvili took place at the Georgian National Gallery.
The exhibition delves into intense artistic exploration, with
the artist's main themes centering around dedication to flying
trees, constructed bridges and labyrinths, fairy tales that she
believes in, and the bells she may hear. This declaration reflects
the fundamental idea and constructive principle underlying
her works. In addition to 28 paintings, the exhibition also
includes an installation titled Trees Always Stand by You,
which further enhances the conceptual content of the exhibition.
Sophia Cherkezishvili is a distinguished Georgian artist whose
works defy traditional stylistic classification. She uniquely
blends classical and experimental elements, making her art
particularly intriguing. Her work features surrealism, symbolism,
and figurative art elements, creating rich and deep visual
narratives. The artist uses an invented other self and the artistic
portrayal of female figures to convey her aesthetic forms and
messages. Additionally, her art is a fusion of global cultural
influences: pop art, the Western poster art of the 1960s and
70s, and, most importantly, Georgian monumental painting.
Bold, local colors distinguish Cherkezishvili's works, minimalist
yet often primitively refined lines and forms. She pays special
attention to the expression of the eyes, which convey various
emotions and establish a unique connection with the viewer.
Text is also integral to her compositions, intensifying the emotional
impact and creating a multifaceted dialogue with the audience.
Cherkezishvili's art is socially oriented as well. Women are central
figures in her work, reflecting the changes in contemporary
Georgian society and exploring existential themes of identity,
love, fear, and passion. Sophia Cherkezishvili's artistic vision
is unique, where free will is perceived as a metaphysical and
spiritual phenomenon. She consistently revisits themes that
have already been experienced and perceived, focusing on
them to transform them into objects of reflection.
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They Say Life is a Fairy Tale. 2022. Oil on canvas. 175x160. ATINATI Collection
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And Then She Said Maybe. 2022. Oil on canvas. 175x160. ATINATI Collection
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The Branch That Will Endure. 2023. Oil on canvas. 155x160
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I'll Tell You More. 2023. Qil on canvas. 175x160. ATINATI Collection
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Sophia Cherkezishvili's artwork Labyrinth creates a complex
and intriguing visual narrative that invites the viewer to
embark on an inner journey. The composition is surrounded
by tightly swirling green and pink lines, forming a labyrinth.
Two women's faces are trapped within the maze, their
gazes directed toward the viewer. The dominance of green
in the artwork is associated with nature, life, and growth,
but it can also suggest confusion or uncertainty.

The labyrinth offers no clear exit. Pink represents delicacy,
love, or personal emotions, which are confined within
the maze. The dynamic composition of the labyrinth
emphasizes tension and explores themes such as identity,
personal and emotional struggle, and self-discovery..



msdnMmnbon. 2023. ognm, Bgoo. 155x160
Labyrinth. 2023. Qil on canvas. 155x160
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And Then She Said Maybe. 2024. Oil on canvas. 150x160
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At One's Back. 2024. Qil on canvas. 150x150
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Bridge of Relationships. 2023. Oil on canvas. 160x150
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And Then She Said Maybe. 2023. Oil on canvas. 150x150
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Sophia Cherkezishvili's artwork Turn Me Around Once More is characterized
by symbolic and surrealist elements. The central figure of a woman,
depicted at the composition's core, is strong and visually dominant.
Her face, with large, vivid eyes, looks directly at the viewer, establishing
an intense emotional connection. The woman's dress features images
of female faces, which may symbolically represent different personalities
or emotional states, often reflecting the diverse roles and experiences
of women.Through this, the artwork explores themes of human identity
and the concept of multiple selves. The color palette is bright and
contrasting, with red being particularly prominent, uniting the woman
and her dress. Red often symbolizes passion, strength, and energy.
In the background of the painting, trees are depicted, seemingly forming
a circular frame around the figure. The woman's figure appears to emerge
from the natural environment, yet it stands in contrast to it, isolated
from its surroundings.
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Turn Me Around Once More. 2023. Qil on canvas. 160x155
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In This House, All Feelings Are the Same. 2022. Oil on canvas. 160x170
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Sense Organs. 2023. Oil on canvas. 160x155



05063 9 3gBy30 Moo o30656s3. 2024. omm, Bgon. 165x160
| Still Won't Tell You What | See. 2024. Oil on canvas. 165x160
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| Know Even Trees Fly. 2024. Oil on canvas. 165x160
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And Then She Said Maybe. 2024. Oil on canvas. 155x160
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Waiting for the Ninth Wave to Begin. 2024. Oil on canvas. 150x150
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And Then She Said Maybe. 2023. Oil on canvas. 150x140
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33035 03056 AboM3n cogmao
Trees Always Stand by You

In Sophia Cherkezishvili's installation, Trees Always
Stand by You, with their geometric, triangular forms
and pronounced faces, seem to tell imaginative stories.
These faces, with their large eyes, gaze directly at the viewer,
attempting to engage in a conversation. Each face differs
slightly from the others, yet all convey a sense of inner
depth and emotional intensity. The installation creates a
magical and mystical atmosphere. Its structure and composition,
based on geometric simplicity and sharp forms, evoke a
powerful aesthetic effect. The symmetry of the figures and
their spatial arrangement contribute to a labyrinth-like
visual experience. As soon as the viewer enters this space,
they find themselves in an emotionally charged, shadowy
forest where each tree becomes an inseparable part
of human emotions and thoughts. Cherkezishvili's installation,
with its unique vision and artistic distinctiveness, offers
the viewer an opportunity to deeply explore the relationship
between art and the world.
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After This ... 2023. Oil on canvas. 145x159
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Family. 2023. Oil on canvas. 150x140
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They Are Always Here. 2024. Oil on canvas. 150x150
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Next to Her. 2023. Oil on canvas. 150x150
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| Still Can't Forget. 2022. Oil on canvas. 160x170
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Sophia Cherkezishvili. And then she said maybe. 2022. Qil on Canvas. 135x150
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Sophia Cherkezishvili. And then she said maybe. 2022. Oil on Canvas. 20x20
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After This ... (detail). 2023. Oil on Canvas. 145x159

Mgsd@mm-370ca3630m0 semggLsabms godnbos
LSomMObLE-MgEsgGMMn bnbm Boswomsns
005Maadbgano msds hgmgdgbndsngmo
BMEHMagMmasxz0 nymo byMnbboim3n

0Bs067M0 306507M bybybsndznmn

Editor and compiler Alexandra Gabunia
Style editor Nino Nadaraia

Translators Tamar Cherkezishvili
Photographer Yuri Skrinnikov

Designer Kakhaber Khukhunaishvili

Obogommggmmb gfMmgbmma gamgfgs. 2024
dmos Bnbomeggmab godbota N11, 0108, mdoemabo, bodsGimggmm
(+995 32) 2 157 300, exhibition@museum.ge, art.gov.ge

©Georgian National Gallery. 2024
11, Shota Rustaveli Ave, 0108 Thilisi, Georgia
(+995 32) 2 157 300, exhibition@museum.ge, art.gov.ge

LDHOBICML
JhM363CN
33C2hI)
GEORGIAN
STENOTOMS B NATIONAL
LATIAOM LIBNBALOAM GALLERY




